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Good afternoon, and thank you Premier Clark, and Minister Polak, 
for the opportunity for PICS to be here today for the launch of the 
Climate Leadership Plan. 

The Pacific Institute for Climate Solutions, or PICS, is a 
collaboration of British Columbia’s four-leading research 
universities, and was created in 2008 through a generous 
endowment from the Province of British Columbia.   

PICS mandate includes providing independent policy-relevant 
research and analysis to support effective climate solutions in BC 
and beyond.  Therefore, I am not here to endorse the plan, but to 
provide my initial assessment of whether the plan as outlined 
today is sufficiently ambitious to put us on the path toward 
meeting our greenhouse gas emissions reduction targets. 

In a nutshell, we have a long way to go. 

Let’s look at those legislated targets. 

By the year 2050, BC needs to reduce its annual emissions by 80 
percent, relative to 2007 levels.  That means by 2050 BC must 



release no more that 13 million tonnes of carbon dioxide 
equivalents per year.   

So, how does this plan measure up? 

The plan is the first step in a series of announcements. It is 
encouraging to see that this plan has adopted some 
recommendations of the Climate Leadership Team.  

However, while the 21 actions announced in this new plan hit all 
the major sources of emissions—collectively, they will not take us 
even half way towards the 13 million-tonne target.   

Let’s take one example: transportation. Transport is the single 
biggest source of the province’s emissions, responsible for 38 
percent of GHGs.   The plan’s reductions in the transport sector 
include supporting electric vehicle charging infrastructure in new 
buildings, especially apartments and condominiums, as well as the 
ongoing incentives to boost uptake of electric vehicles.  The plan 
also aims to incentivise the substitution of natural gas in the 
commercial transportation sector, replacing more polluting fuels 
such as diesel.  However, our emissions from transport are ~23 
million tonnes a year, but the plan will only deliver a reduction of 
2 million tonnes.   

The built environment is another major source of emissions.  The 
plan’s extension of Stretch Codes beyond Vancouver—as 
recommended by an earlier PICS white paper—will give local 
government more flexibility in creating low-carbon communities.  
This and other actions in the plan lead to a reduction of up to 2 
million tonnes of emissions by 2050, which is relatively small 
compared to our current emissions.  

The plan’s assumed expansion of the natural gas industry presents 
a major challenge in reaching our emissions reduction target. 
While natural gas is often seen as a bridging fuel to a low carbon 



future, GHG emissions during production and processing can be 
large.  The plan does include steps to help clean up the natural gas 
sector by decreasing methane emissions and leakage and to use 
clean electricity instead of fossil fuels to power natural gas 
production and processing.  

The heavy lifting of the emissions reductions lies in the forestry 
and agricultural sector. But much more detail is needed on how 12 
million tonnes of reduction is going to come from these two areas. 

So reaching our legislated 13 million tonne emission target means 
more than doubling the emissions reductions offered by this first 
phase.   

Can we do it? Yes. One path is that put forward by the 
government’s appointed Climate Leadership Team. It concluded 
that the 2050 target is achievable—even with the inclusion of a 
modest liquefied natural gas sector—provided that a much 
broader sweep of initiatives are implemented 

Harder targets, with resources to achieve those targets will be 
needed to stimulate our transition to a thriving low-carbon 
economy that will help create jobs locally while remaining 
internationally competitive. 

Changes to BC’s carbon tax, which successfully reduced emissions 
while the economy grew, are outside this plan.  BC has an 
opportunity to remain a global leader in carbon pricing if we 
expand the reach and impact of this effective policy tool. 

In closing, let me put BC’s 80 percent emissions reduction target in 
the international context. 

In Paris last December, 195 countries, including Canada, agreed to 
keep the increase in average global temperature to well below 2 °C 
above pre-industrial levels, to avoid dangerous climate change.   



That means we need to achieve global net zero emissions before 
the end of this century to stay below that 2 degrees ceiling.  It will 
take not only BC, but all of Canada and the world to achieve that. 

In the coming weeks there will undoubtedly be many analyses of 
this plan by various groups which I hope will be taken into 
consideration in the next phase of the plan.   

PICS will be doing its part through its interdisciplinary research 
programmes on climate solutions, for example, for transportation, 
the built environment, natural gas, forestry, low C pathways to 
electrification of the grid and others.  We will work with the 
government, private sector and beyond to shape our net-zero-
carbon future. 

I urge the BC government to up its ambition on climate action. 

 

 

 


